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BATS

These night-flying mammals include fruit,
nectar and insect-eating representatives,
which play a role in pollination through their
visits to night-blooming flowers.

While bats may not be very popular among
most persons, they contribute to the
proliferation of many plants both through
pollination and seed dispersal. Some of the
plants believed to be pollinated specifically
by bats include: guava, banana, plantain,
agave and dragon fruit.

With limited vision, the flowers to which
these bats are attracted tend to have musky
scents and they are generally white, pale
green or purple in colour.

The bright colour of butterflies attracts attention,
making them perhaps the most noticeable of daylight
flower visitors. Moths, the nighttime relatives of
butterflies also visit flowers that open at night,
performing a pollinator function while feeding on nectar.

Both butterflies and moths tend to visit ‘flat’ flowers,
which provide a landing pad. By standing among the
filaments of flowers where pollen grains are located,
butterflies and moths may pick up pollen on their feet.
The pollen is transferred to the stigma of similar flowers
as they move along seeking their nectar meals.

Butterflies are not as efficient pollinators as bees,
however they are often found on railway daisies

(Bidens pilosa, see photo above), zinnias, asters and
dahlias, while moths are often found on gardenia.



